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Throughout history, there have been those who have sought to separate openness
to procreation, which is part of the nature of the sexual act, from the unitive as-
pect of that same act. Until the last century, technology was such that doing so
was not always very easy. Today, though, numerous people have separated the
procreative from the unitive; sex is often chosen apart from the fundamental rea-
son for its existence.

Because ideas have consequences, this means that a whole host of things are then
possible: contraception, same sex activity, pornography, rape, and so on. Now,
not all of the things that follow are the same, but all of them are different mani-
festations of sexual activity taken outside of the context of procreation. In dif-
ferent ways, each can be said to be not in accord with the nature of the sexual act.

Divine revelation does not prescind from the natural. It elevates it. The original
unity of our first parents, the natural institution of marriage, coexisted in the Old
Testament with divorce, polygamy and other phenomena that certainly do not
figure into most people’s idea of “traditional marriage.” Christ, however, elevates
the natural institution of marriage into a sacramental covenant. The Christian
believer, in choosing marriage, chooses to enter into a vision of sex, marriage and
family life that is both natural and supernatural. The very clear teaching of Christ
is that marriage is indissoluble by any human power on earth, because it is a re-
flection of the eternal covenant of love God has for us.

As the Church has developed that original teaching over time, she has elaborated
a rich teaching on sex, marriage and family life. Even where, in some places and
times, a less than positive presentation of that teaching was common, that teach-
ing, in and of itself, has always been positive and life-affirming. But it is always
anchored to this idea of nature: what does the nature of the sexual act mean, and
what are its consequences? If sex is ordered to procreation, then the raising of
children in the faith requires a stable union of parents under grace. What God
has joined, men must not divide.

Fr Smith




" f'j & 'sanctuary lamp $20

ol In memory of Bill Casey

" bread & wine $20
Donated by Jean Casey

= |, memory of Paul Casey

guild of st thomas aquinas: To share a weekly hour with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, please contact Lisa Buss
at: adoration@princeofpeacetaylors.org
or call 1.772.215.7123. Hours in need of an adorer:
urgent needs:
Sunday 7a

Monday 4a
2nd Adorer Needed for

‘Wednesday, p
Saturday 3a

close the mills
The Greenville Chapter of the 40 Days for Life chose 12

December 2015, the Feast of Our

Lady of Guadalupe, as the target

date for closing the Greenville

‘Women’s Clinic on Grove

Road. This facility has ended the

lives of over 94,000 babies since

its opening in 1978 (according to

DHEC records). Untold women

and men suffer after making a

choice they can never reverse.

Please pray the rosary for this intention. Lift up this in-
tention in prayer. Visit www.closethemills.com _ or call
Ingrid 864.329.0044 for more information.

special donations: If you would like to donate bread and
wine, a sanctuary lamp, flowers or sacred music in honor
or memory of someone, please pick up a donation enve-
lope in the Narthex. Envelope can be dropped in the
collection basket or returned to Maria Rauch in the Par-
ish Office.

| K&;@ ¢ altar flowers $200
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7 , Please donate!

.

2, .\ choral music $300

' m Please donate!
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